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IN BRIEF

$256m in federal

funds for councils

Almost $256 million will be pro-
vided to 210 Victorian councils in
1991-92, the Federal Minister for
Local Government, Ms Fatin, an-
nounced yesterday. The assis-
tance comprises $188.5 million in
financial assistance granis and
$67.4 million in identified local
Toads grants,

Murder plea

An 18-year-old man bludgeoned
his girlfriend to death wilh a
tomahawk less than 15 months
fter stabbing a schoolgirl 23
es, the Supreme Court in Ho-
bart was told yesterday.
Anthony Lee Faltusz has plead-
ed guilty to murdering Jennifer
*Humes, 16, on 18 October last
vear. He also pleaded guilty to
ﬁtempling to murder Belinda
cNeil, 12, on 2 August 1989,

Search resumes

A search will resume today for
the pilot boat George Tobin,
which sank in heavy seas off Port
Phillip Heads. Two men are dead
and a third is missing, presumed
drowned, after the 15-metre
faunch was swamped by a [real
‘wave on Thursday.

RSPCA strike

About 20 staff employed by the
RSPCA's animal rescue centre
have gone on strike indefinitely
over plans to shed about 10 jobs.
The industrial action includes
Yull-time, part-time and casual
employees who work as animal
attendants, ambulance drivers
and in the clerical area.

Policeman charged

A policeman, 26, has been sus-
pended from duty and will be
charged on summons with two
counts of trafficking, three
counts of possessing and one
count of using cannabis.

Brothels opposed

Oakleigh residenits have over-
whelmingly rejected a move to
allow more brothels o be estab-
lished in the municipality.

At recent council elections, 72
per cent of voters supported a
proposal which requesied the
council te take actien to prevent
any more additional brothels.
There are four brothels in
Oakleigh.

Fairstar airlift

A passenger airlifted from the
trouble-plagued cruise ship Fair-
star was in a satisfactory condi-
tion last night in a Brisbane
hospital after suffering a heart
attack.

The Fairstar has been hit by a
variety of mechanical problems
in the past few months,

Politicians slated

Australia's politicians should stop
bickering and concentrate on
leading Australla out of its eco-
nomic preblems, the chairman of
AMP, Sir James Balderstone,
said yesterday.

Keating gains more votes In exile

By PHILIP McINTOSH

A Saulwick Age Poll shows that
the former Treasurer and Depu-
ty Prime Minister, Mr Keating, is
steadily gaining in public sup-
port, although voters still clearly
prefer Mr Hawke as Labor lead-
er,

The poll this week shows that
52 per cent of Australians pre-
ferred Mr Hawke as leader of the
party, while 30 per cent chose the
former Treasurer and 18 per
cent were undecided.

When voters in Melbourne and
Sydney were asked a similar
question en 31 May — three days
before the leadership challenge
— 66 per cent said Mr Hawke
would make the better Prime
Minister compared with 18 per
cent who chose Mr Keating.

In a period of 11 weeks, there-
fore, public support for Mr
Hawke has fallen by 13 points
while preference for Mr Keating
has grown by 11 points.

By SALLY HEATH,

medical reporter

Evidence presented to the Vie-
torian Medical Board hearing on
Dr Geofirey Edelsten this week
proved that he was wrongly con-
victed in New South Wales last
zear. Dr Edelsten said yester-

ay.

The board has been consider-
ing the possible deregistration of
Dr Edelsten after his conviction
in July 1990 of conspiring seven
years ago to pervert the course
of justice by improperly issuing

This trend, if it continues,
iends credence to Keating sup-
porters who believe that the
more Mr Keating is distanced
from the Treasury portfolio, the
more his public image will im-
prove.

This bellef was articulated by
the ACTU secretary, Mr Kelty,
who said on a talk-back program
in Sydney last month: “If the
electorate knew how intelligent
and how caring a person he was
... there would be no doubt that
people would regard him very
highly.”

Since he lost the leadership
challenge on 3 June, Mr Keating
entered a round of public appear-
ances beginning with a speech on
urban planning at a Canberra
university seminar on 10 July
and an appearance on the Chan-
nel Nine's ‘Midday' show.

This was followed by a speech
at the University of New South
Wales on 25 July and an inter-

a medical certificate for the
alleged tit-man Christopher
Dale Flaraery and of soliciting
him to assault a former patient.

However, on Tuesday, Mrs
Kathleen Flannery told the
board her husband had been gen-
uinely ill in hospital when the
medical certificate was issued.

She said she was stunned when
Dr Edelsten was convicted but
she had aot come forward
because no one had asked her.

She sald her husband had gone

Students claim city college
misled them over courses

By JOHN MASANAUSKAS,

ethnic affairs reporter

A State Government body is in-
vestigating whether a private city
college, closed because of a stu-
dent revolt, used false advertis-
ing to aftract studenis to its
courses,

The head of the State Training
Board, Mr Terry Moran, said yes-
terday that his board was also
reviewing approval given to the
Melbourne Commercial College
to enrol foreign students.

The college’s former general
manager, Mr Roberi West, who
resigned on Wednesday after
fliree weeks in the job, said yes-
terday that the college was in
“‘absolute crisis” and that he had
resigned mainly because foreign
students had not been properly
monitored.

Most overseas studenis had
Inadequate attendance records,
te said, but the information had
not been passed on to education
authorities for visa cancellations.

Classes were halted this week

when local students learned that
their courses were not accredited
by the State Government. They
ciaim that the college gave assur-
ances that courses for Australian
residents were officially recog-
nised.

Students have paid annual fees
of up to $6000 for courses, includ-
ing business studies, travel and
tourism administration and com-
puter operations.

Because the courses are not
officially recognised, students
cannot iransfer directly lo ac-
credifed colleges to complete
their studies.

A document obtained by ‘The
Age' indicates that the federal
Department of Education was
aware that Melbourne Commer-
cial had incorréctly claimed ac-
creditation as early as last May.

In a letter to the college's prin-
cipal dated 12 August, the depart-
ment’s Canberra office said a
submission by the college in May
for Austudy and Abstudy approv-
al could not be considered until
its registration was clarified.

Deals Holiday.

bigger deals.
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There’s never been a better time
to take off on an Ansett Australia Big

Because we've never offered

All prices shown are per person
and include return airfares and twin
share accommodation.

Should you wish to extend your
stay a while, we can arrange that, too. ;

Ansett Australia.
We'll take better care of you.
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Take off on our ever
Big Deals Holidays.

131344 now.

Naturally, certain conditions
do apply and seats are strictly limited
on selected flights.

For information and bookings,
call your AFTA Travel Agent or phone
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SAULWICK .22 AGE POLL

WHO WOULD MAKE THE BETTER LABOR LEADER?

Total Men Women
Hawke 52 52 52
Keatin 30 32 29
Don't know 18 17 19

Percantages are rounded to the nearest whole number

Labor L/Nal Meib Syd

58 48 61 47
32 33 27 35
9 19 12 18

view that night on the ABC "Late-
line' program.

Members of the Canberra gal-
lery have described the appear-
ances as Mr Keating's “concerted
push to broaden his image as he
continues his bid for leadership”,
and to promote himself "as a pol-
itician of ideas and vision" in
contrast to "an ageing Hawke ad-
ministration, devoid of policy
imagination”’.

One unnamed Keating support-

to Dr Edelsten's clinic to have a
tattoo removed and had subse-
quently become i1l and required
treatment in hospital. He was un-
able to stand trial because of his
medical condition, she said.

Her husband had never indi-
cated that he had a special ar-
rangement with Dr Edelsten to
obtain a medical certificate to
adjourn or delay Mr Flannery's
trial.

She said that during the clinle
visits for the tattoo removal Mr
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er was quoted describing the
strategy as the “slow drip effect”
of undermining Mr Hawke.
Since the fallout with his for-
mer Treasurer, Mr Hawke has as-
serted his authority in the party,
but he has also been fighting
brush fires that coniinue to break
put over the leadership issue.
Among Labor volers, prefer-
ence for Mr Hawke as Labor
leader has dropped from 72 per
cenf on 31 May to 59 per cent.
Labor voters who preferred Mr

Flannery discovered that Dr
Edelsten was facing attempted
blackmail by two former
patients. As a result, Mr Flan-
nery contacted a friend in the
NSW police force, Detective Bill
Duff, who visited Dr Edelsten's
clinic and arranged to have his
post olfice box put under surveil-
lance.

She said that neither she nor
her husband had any subsequent
contact with Dr Edelsten.

Mrs Flannery said she wanted

About the poll

Date: 14 and 15 August 1981,
Sample: 1000 voters.
Coverage: National.

Method: Telaphona.
Question: Thinking about politics, who
do you think would make the better
e of the Labor Party, Mr Hawke or
Mr Keating?

Surveys of this kind are sul to nor-
mal sampling variance ch, with &
sample of 1000, could be up 10 plus of

minus four per cent.

Saulwick Age Poll is condiicted by Irving
Saulwick and Associates, who also the
copyright.

Keating increased from 20 per
cent to 32 per cent.

There Is much stronger sup-
port for Mr Hawke in Melbourne
than in Sydney. In the May poll 64
per cent of Sydney voters said Mr
Hawke would make the befter
Prime Minister, but this has
dropped to 47 per cent.

Flannery evidence proves wrongful conviction: Edelsten

to put the record straight. Her
evidence was made public yes-
terday.

After its release, Dr Edelsten
said: “It is fabulous news. Her
appearance at the board was a
complete surprise to everyone.”
He sald his lawyers would urge
the NSW Attorney-General, Mr
Collins, to hold a judicial inquiry
into his convictions.

The Medical Board hearing
has been adjourned until Thurs-
day.

Coopers & L Consultanis, one of Austraiia’s leading

management consulling firms, has an Immediate need for
amarket orlentated professional to join iis Melbourne practice.

® Prestigious consuiting practice
® Competitive negotiable salary
@ Diverse state-of-the-art assignments

The Strategy and Marketing Group requires a top flight senior
consultant to lead marketing strategy, market research and
related assignments, and to take a pro-active rols in client
development.

Successful candidates will possess tertiary qualifications,
possible including an MBA plus five to fifteen years of solid
relevant experience in cornmerce or industry, particularly in
the financial services or consumer/industrial products. Top
quality communication skills are particularly critical.
Consulting experience wili be highly regarded.

Applications in confidence may be posted to Sarah Hunter
in our Melbourne office or faxed to (03) 670 9809 quoling

MCS 3089.
Coopers & L Consultants
Box 1331L Melbourne 3001
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HOLDEN COMMODORE RUN-OUT.

BIG FACTORY BONUSE
TO DEALERS

ON COMMODORE
AND CALALS.

EXECUTIVE SEDAN
EXECUTIVE WAGON

BERLINA SEDAN

‘' SEDAN & WAGON

'SS" SEDAN

THE PRICES WILL
NEVER BE BETTER.

LIMITED STOCK AVAILABLE.

Excludes Government and major rental company vehicles.

HOLDEN'S GUARANTEED VALUE. &




